‘ —=¥ Approved For Rélgsise 2004/05/12@@5@&&937Am‘300020039-6

™14

g'ENTFcAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
pocumentno. L F

NO CHANGE IN CLASS, [ ™% ¥
['] DECLASSIFIED

CLASS. CHANGED To:J }go@ c

NEXT REVIEW DATE: :

AUTH: HR 70-2 9 March 1954

paTe: 27 _FEIR fo REVIEWER: _
IR S L S IR o D 118

" AFFICE OF BATINVAL ESTIVATES

Ty Covpeaeigen of Communist Bloc*arxd NATO Fostwar Alr-
arett Froducbion = 1946<1953

*USAF Declass/Release Instructions On File*

o e FedioWing eorparison of NATO and Soviet Bloe postwar
Crorek rewinrelon i intended te bhrow some light on relative
Srenl I siidtary strergth, and particularly to point out recent
“efoeik. inostiamot is made in this paper to determine present

oSl and reserve alreraft etrengths of NATO and the Sovist
Cowe s arndyivg sitrition rates to these production figures,

GONCTUSTONS

Ce Owhiwar creduction statisties indicate that in the period

-y =151 Seviet production of corbat aireraft (both in numbers
et airfreme weight) excesded that of NATO, However, striking
frareasess iu HAT) eombat aireraft production during 1952-1953

¥ redresred the bzlance for the whole postwar period 1946-1953
senfevig: gonething very close to squality in numbers and a marked
sosriority in aleframe wolight. During 1952-1953 NATO also maine
relurd Lus eleareul superiority in the production of noncombat

slanrait,

e

Ja L present trends continues

12 Altiowyh the Bloe and NATO have thus far produced
spprogisately the same number of combat aircraft
gince 1346, tobtal NATO production will soon clearly
excend that of the Blecg

e e

+ “aie Tipurss hive bean largsly compiled from USAF documents,
% tlar Comparison of Aireraft of the US and USSR, 1 Oct. 1950;

- srteriy orld Alreralt Productlon Report, LEh Otr. 1951, 1 Dec,
1 and 813 32071, Juarterly World Alreraft Report, Lth Qtr. 1953,
Hiormea, 3953, et al,)” U5 and WATO production Iigures wers complled
Trsremiy from offieilal records and can be accepted as reliable,

creieln produstion estimates are the result of conclusions drawn
Swse dasemclete and fragmer.tary information and consequently ara
ot fo eonsiderable error, The necessity for compiling statis-
e Teon ssveral docaments, including old publications, has alac
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'b, The present NATO supsriority in the production of
all types of jet (except light bombers) and strate-
gle alroraft, especially the more modern types, will
probably 1nc3:aa.so during the foreseeable future,

ho It is also probable that in view of the gaps in the Soviet
air arsenal, Soviet emphasis on_jet.fishters /%o be used in both
defense and ground attack roles/ ard strategic bombers will continue,
possibly at the expense of a cutback in jet light bomber prodaction,

DISCUSSION

S. General, USAF figures on Communist Bloc and NATO postwar
productIon of combat aircraft indicate that Soviet Bloc production
exceeded that of NATO by about 15 percent in numbers, However,
due to lack of available intelligence on Soviet jet trainer pro- .
-duction USAF includes jet itrainers in Bloc combat plane figures,
whereas they are excluded from NATO combat- figures and carried
as noncombat aireraft, Jet trainer production in the US and UK
constitutes sbout 25 percent of jet production, If 1t is assumed
that Soviet jet trainer production is considerably smaller than
in the US-UK, e.g., 15 percent; and these aircraft subtracted
from Bloc combat figures, the total combat aircraft produced
would be roughly equal to that of NATO.® In terms of combat
welght production NATO has clearly surpassed Bloc production.
Moreover, NATO production of all aireraft (combat and nonsombat),

both in numbers and weight has exceeded that of the Soviet bioo by a
considerable margin,

TABIE 1

Total NATO*Production &s Ratio
of Soviet Blocw# Production, Ioh5-1953

Combat Aireraft Non<Combat Aircraft™ Total
No. Weight No, - Weight No. Weight
088 (295)* 1,23 2,70 2,73 1,72 170

¥ In the tables the Bloc jet figures and comparison percentages
are unadjusted except where indicated by bracketing and under-

°

##  The major contributions to NATO were roughly: US, 65-70 per-
cent; UK, 20-25 percent; Canada, 7 percent; France, 5 percent;
and remainder, 2 percent. Lxcept for small contributions fram
Czechoslovakia and Poland, the USSR has accounted for all Bloe
sireraft production, NATO and Bloc production combined
accounted for about 95 percent of world production, '
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6. Postwar Trend. A more detailed comparison of postwar air-
oraft production falles logically into two main periods: 1946-1951,
the period of Soviet Bloc ecorbat aircraft production superiority; and

-1952~1953, the period of NATO dominance in both combat and noncombat

production,

A, ]1946-1951: In this period Soviet Bloc production of
combat aireraf't probably exceseded that of NATO by nearly 50 percenta
(40 percent)® and jet production by nearly 12 percent (=4 percent).®
In terms of combat airframe weight Bloec production also exceeded thatf
of the NATO states, but only by a small margin, On the other hand,
NATO production of noncombat aircraft, both in numbers and waight,
exceeded that of the Soviet Bloc by a considerable margin.

Totel Alrcraft
Fo.  lelght
1,75 1.12

B, 1952-1953: In this period NATO production went into
high gear, During 1952 FATO production of combat alrcraft, for the
first time in the postuwar period, exceeded that of the Bloe by 13 per-
cent in mmbers and by about 30 percent in airframe weight, US combat
airframe weight production alenms exceaded that of the Bloe, In 1953
the NATO guperlority wes even more merked. WNATO production, particularly
US, eontinued to rise rapidly, whersas Bloc production -~ due in large
pe.rt to change in model production in both fighters and bombers — de--
olined ) percent in mmbers and 12 percent in weight. In 1953 FATO pro-
duction of combat aireraflt exceedad that of the Bloe by about 40 pereent
in mmbers and nearly 100 percent in airframe weight. US production in
mimbers and alrframe weight was greater by 5 percent and 60 percent
respectively, Totel NATO combat production for the period excseded
that of the Bloe by nearly 30 percent in mwibers and over 60 pereent in

weight, NATO Jet production surpassed that of the Blosc by sbout 35
percent (60 percent).* At the same time NATO production of noncombat
airceraft also continued to greatly exeeed Bloc production, being roughly
twice that of the Bloc in numbsrs, and five times in airfreme weight.

¥* See footnote ¥, page 2,
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. Helght He. Hedght . Hedeht
1.29 Q30 1.6 2 4.9 1.70 2,22
7.  Coubot Adroraft types: During the whole postwar period

1,

2,

the NATO mmerieal production of jet aircpaft has exceeded that of
the Bloe by about 7 pereent (25 percent).” While inferior to the
Bloec in the production of jet light bombers, NATO superiority in jet
fighter production alone has more than offset this mmerical advan-
tage. Moreover, NATO production of strategic ailrcraft has greatly
exceedeg that ogh the Bl:c, ﬁd Includes considerable mmbers of more
modern types. e greater NATO emphesis and capability to
duce large strategic bombers, and the greg:: size oga NATOtget Fro-
fighters (US, 8,500 1bs; UK, 6,500 1ba; USSR, 5,500 1lbs) 4n large
mpert a.cc%: for the superiority of NATO production in combat air-
we . : :

USSR & Satellites

& Poland) ~  JATQ
doght {US_ghere)
(QOO's 1bs) 271,000 | 332,000 265,000
Nunbers: 3,487 (8a200)" 35,223 20,119
ot (17.200)"
e 20,208 ) 22,498 14,750
Piston 8,450 5,850 { 2,500
Attack & Light Boubors .
Jot 2,030 (3,730) 571 ( 23
Turboprop . bl g -6
Piston 9,241 3,546 2,540)

!

*Saefootnote*,vpaﬁe?" .
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USSR & Satellites

(Czech & Foland) NATO  (US shere)
Mediim Bombers
Jet ——— T 77)
Fiston 1,527 1,689 1,068}
Turboprop a* — —
Piston - 48 ( 248)
25X1A9a

%% Tentative USAF estimate.
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